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Goals for today 

• Introduce concepts of Web 
2.0 and Health 2.0 

• Explore current uses of 
these technologies 

– Education 

– Patient care 

• Discuss benefits and 
pitfalls 



What is Web 2.0? 

• Definition is a bit 
amorphous 

• One stab (from blog by W. 
Jessen) 

• the second-generation of 
web-based communities and 
hosted services that strive 
to facilitate collaboration 
and sharing between users.  
 

• http://blog.highlighthealth.info/medicine-20/medicine-20-10-
medicine-and-the-second-generation-of-internet-based-services/ 



Web 2.0 

• Internet-based communities 

• Open to all (open access) 

• Users free to post 

• Some allow editing by all 



Examples of Web 2.0 
• Wikis 

– Wikipedia 

• Blogs 

– RSS feeds 

• Microblog 

– Twitter 

– Tumblr 

• Social networking 

– Facebook 

• Video/media sharing 

– Flikr 

– YouTube 

– Podcasts 

 

• Music 
•Spotify 
•LastFM 

• Exercise 
• Nike+ 

• PP 
•slideshare 
 

 





What does web 2.0 
accomplish 
• Gathers together people with 
common interests 

• Allows easy, fast, cheap 
exchange of information 

• Polices itself 

 



Health applications of 
Web 2.0 
• Medicine 2.0 

• Using tools from Web 2.0 
for: 

– Medical education 

– Clinical Care 



Examples of Health 2.o 

• Social networking sites 

– Doximity.com 

– PatientsLikeMe.com 

• Healthcare blogs 

– SeattleMamaDoc 

• Podcasts 

– Cochrane reviews 

– Neurology journal 

• Wikis – Big Data 

– MJ Fox PD research site 

• Twitter 

• YouTube 

 

 



Doximity 



Patients Like Me 



Blogs 



Neurology blogs 

• Neuroskeptic 

• MedPageToday – neurology 
subsection 

• N.E.R.D Alert 

– My blog on neuro education 



Podcasts 



Big data 



Picture sharing 



Twitter 



YouTube 



Facebook 



Benefits/Pitfalls for 
health professionals 
• Benefits 

– Easily brings together people 

– Cheap 

– ‘Darwikinism’ or self-policing 
content 



Pitfalls for health 
professionals 
• Pitfalls 

– Irretrievability of information 

• “Your residency interview 
starts right now.” –Ryan 
Madanick MD – UNC 

• “The internet has no eraser” 

– Privacy issues for 
patient/provider interaction 

– Ethical behavior issues 

• Posting anonomously 

• Dark humor/ derogatory comments 

– Posts about you may not always 
be flattering 



Future directions 

• Monitoring of Web 2.0 is 
imperative as it defines 
itself 

– For example become wikipedia 
editor 

• Area for research 

– Education uses and applications 

– Clinical practice uses and 
applications 



Links to examples  

 

• http://www.patientslikeme.com 

• http://seattlemamadoc.seattle
childrens.org 

• http://www.aan.com/rss/?event
=feed&channel=1 (Neurology) 

• https://www.michaeljfox.org/ 

• http://figure1.com 

• http://twitter.com 
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Links to examples 

• PADRECC YouTube playlist 

– http://www.youtube.com/playlist
?list=PL3AQ_JVoBEyxd5tkfQG-
S3p_SDYBFtJ6c 

• https://www.facebook.com/OHSUPCO 
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